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vaTROUS HOUSE 
f7- WA-rfio.V 

Watrous  Vicinity,  Mora County,   Hew Mexico 

Owner;     C* F.  Croley* 

Date of Erection;     Circa 1841* 

Architect:-   Unknovmj probably one commissioned. 

Builder:    Samuel B. Watrous. 

Present Condition:     Fair;  very little departure  from original 
condition;  enclosing courtyard  (patio) walls  demolished;  metal 
roof recently applied over original shingle roof on major por- 
tion of main building;  some repair work  done; no major altera- 
tions;  minor  alterations include some wood partitions   and general 
repairing. 

Number of stories;     One. 

Materials  of Construction:     Foundations,   stone,   field dressed, 
laid in lime mortar;   floors,   pine in main building,   earth  in 
barns,   store-rooms,  etc; Walls,  exterior and  interior,  adobe 
brick laid up with adobe mortar;  lime plaster exterior and in- 
terior;   roof,   pitched shingle,  metal roofing  applied  recently 
over shingles  on most of main building;   chimneys,  adobe,   faced 
with cut  stono where  exposed above  roof;  trim, wood,   painted; 
ceilings,  pine. 

tt 
j Other Existing Records:    Written record,   "Fifty years of Cc 

Clark,  Anna Nolan,   Hew Mexico Magazine,   February,   1938, p. p. 
15-35. 

Additional Data;     It could not be ascertained whether an architect 
was   employed^     Construction shows evidence of having been built 
by   a very good builder who manifested some knowledge of design. 
,j-he buildings were well constructed,  have very good proportions 
and pleasing lines,     '^he   stone work of the  foundations  is  excellent, 
being well bonded and having uniform jointing properly placed. 
*he fireplaces were  constructed of  adobe  brick with adobe mortar, 
plastered,  stono hearths   and wood mantels   in the main building; 
those in the  east wing being native type with adobe or  brick 
hearths,   plastered.     Chimneys were of adobe and were  faced with 
cut stone  v.tere exposed above t.sroof.     Some of the  flues  in the 
south and east wings have been repaired recently and do not have 
the  stone facings. 
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The lumber, timbers, w.ndows,   doors,  door and window frames, 
woodwork and trim,   lii.no and other materials not easily obtainable, 
at or near the  site, were hauled by wagon train over the Santa 
Fe Trail, 

It is   said that sac-st of the hardware used in the buildings 
w;is  hand wrought  on the premises.    Most of this has  disappeared. 

At the time the building was   completed the large inner  court 
(patio) was   completely enclosed by high,  thick,   adobe walls,   con- 
necting the   several buildings  and formed a spacious court yard. 
Those have  been  demolished for some unknown reason and,   today, 
the only evidence of their existence is the  plainly marked out- 
lines of their  foundations. 

All the  exterior doors   and windows,   opening to the outside 
of the living quarters, were  equipped -with h ,avy vvooden  shutters 
which could be  closed and  looked from the inside  for protection 
against  Indian raids.     The   ceiling were pine boards,   some matched 
and beaded,   others plain,  those in rooms   eight and nine  being 
laid over beaded ceiling beams and the   others  being nailed to the 
under  side  of the   ceiling  joists. 

This was one of the  early houses built on the Santa Fe Trail 
during its  flourishing days.     1tWhen the house was built the land 
was  a province of Mexico.     This was prior to the American occupa- 
tion,  before the   coming of Kearney and his American army in 1646. 
At this time the  Indian menace was at  its  deadliest,    'i'hero were 
very  few settlers.     None too welcome were the  scattered handful 
of 'Anglos'". 

The following  article by Anna Nolan Clark contains  so much 
historical  information that  it has been included herein for  its 
historical  value  and very interesting, narrative of the house re- 
corded,   and the life of  Samuel Vfatrous   during  the  flourishing 
period of the  old Santa  Fe Trail. 

"The valley,  at the meeting of the Mora and Sapello  rivers 
and  called La Junta (the  Junction) was the favorite hunting 
-•rounds of the wild tribes,  Utes,   Co::?;:anches and  at times the 
Ji car ilia Apaches.    Undoubtedly Samuel Watrous ]cn.-,w this,  but 
fear seems   to  have been left out of his make-up or he may have 
reasoned that the   land was  big enough for red man and Y/hite 
man.     There he built his house, an immense fort-like place of 
•adobe'   having  twenty rooms  all opening on to   an inner patio 
(enclosed courtyard).     At one  end v/as  a hu^e store and in back 
of it two storerooms  eaehtvri.ee its  size,    'i'here was a -r.vnary, 
a meal room,   a meat room,   forge,   family supply room, drying 
room,   storage place for hides and one for farm implements,  work 
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room where various   crafts were  carried onf   and  at the  back were 
the servants'   quarters.    The lumber used was brought  from St* 
Louis»    All the iron viork*  such as hinges  and bolts,  was hand 
wrought and made on the place. 

"Great swaying wagons brought safely the delicate Vbss 
piano and the heavy mahogany and walnut pieces*  marble-topped -when- 
ever possible.    Hard-handed wagon men with sheepish,   but eager 
fingers uncrated and unwrapped the flower-painted china dinner 
sets,   alabaster ornaments, shell vases, gilded clocks and mirrors. 
They opened the boxes  of books   and admiringly fingered the  em- 
bossed leather bindings and the watered silk-    Brought in by 
Incians  and pack trains from Mexico were   'Serapes*  and blankets 
and native  clay 'Ollas1  and pots.    Friendly Indians brought 
baskets to trade and for presents.    The  establishment hunter 
covered the floors with bear and buffalo hide rugs. 

"On the east side of the Canadian River there was a tract 
of land  on which cottonwoods of an uncommonly large girth grew. 
These Watrous had transplanted to make a shaded driveway around 
the  house.    To him this m-sant permanance  and stability so he 
planted trees  and trees and trees*    Remembering the beautiful 
Vermont v/illows of his boyhood  home,   he took three months out of 
a busy life to make the journey back there and returned with a 
wagon load of willow sprouts.     Ke  sent to Stark Brothers* nursery 
in Missouri for other kinds.     It is pr--'-d of him that when there 
W£S  nothing else to  do he would  say ''Come,  now* we will  plant 
more trees.1 

"As  his trees  grew so  did his   family.     There wore seven 
children. 

"There were also many servants  in the Watrous house.     Be- 
sides the  overseer*   'vaqueros*,  herdsmen and hunters,  there 
were a score of wrkmen and many women servants, both Indian 
and   'Peon1*    There were the house maids,  the nursemaids, the 
cooks* and the housekeepers, the  old herb women who  gathered 
plants  from spring until  fall to  be used as   foods,   condiments 
and medicines.    §he was  forever   gathering,  sorting,  drying and 
storing away the little tied bunches of withered green and 
from them concocted medicines,  teas,   bitter a no potent,   salves, 
both smarting and soothing,   and spices which ga^e a taste of epi- 
curean extravagance to  the  simplest of soups  ana  stews. 

"Yfhen the househunter brought in a freshly killed carcass 
his responsibility toward it was over.    There were men to skin 
it,  to  cure it and tan the  hides   and there vrere women to cut up 
the hump rib,  if it were buffalo, to  separate the  back fat ana 
strip the red meat into thin red sheets for drying. 
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"Life in the Watrous house was not as lavish as  in the neigh- 
boring  "hacienda" hones  or  the Spanish  Dons.     Samuel Watrous was 
still a Hew Eng lander ana kept many of the inherited beliefs 
of frugality and simplicity*     1'he women and children were not 
kept  apart in a separate wing or the great house but mingled "to- 
gether,  parents  and children and servants, in  cheerful domesti- 
city*    Yfhen the   family went visiting they were not   accompanied 
bv outriders  as was  customary among the   gentry of that time, 
^his   was a home ranch,  not a  feudal kingdom,    business was  para- 
mount.     The  children's natural apitudes toward trading were given 
an outlet*    Maria Antonia^  youngest daughter,   liken  to  embroider 
bucks kin j and as her father had learned to tan and dye it from 
the Indians he and his daughter set up  a tailorsiiip in connection 
with  the store and made buckskin suits to order for freighters. 

"The Watrous  family in its growing-up days was   a harry com- 
bination of Hew England discipline and  Spanish ease.    One thing 
Samuel Watrous held to was his dislike of early rising,   so he 
easily slipped into the Spanish habit of chocolate or coffee and 
"bollas" in bed every morning.    Breakfast followed  at a later 
hour and was  a heavy m-jal  of meats  of several  kinds.,  choice of 
hot breads,   cheese, and perhaps a vegetable* 

"In 1849 his   daughter,  Mary, who was only twelve y^ars  old, 
married her father's partner, William Tipton, "who  had come  into 
the valley about two years  before.     Barly marria ;e  in tnose days 
was more than an idle  custom of the  country.     Life was precarious 
and the  more protection a girl child had, the  greater vrore her 
chanoes of living,    For a  daughter  of  a wealthy family,   it was 
almost  a necessity that  she have a male protector whose interest 
would be solely hers  in cc.se  duath overtook the father.     Then, 
too,  marriages often united families,   givin;; greater wealth and 
prestige to the members within them. 

"New Mexico had now become  a territory of the  United States 
arivi the citizens were under the protection of the United States 
Government.     Troops were sent in to  enforce that protection. 
In 1851 vjhen Colonel  Summers  cavne in to  take  command he  found 
the military encampments  in deplorable  condition due to  their 
contact with temptations  of the towns  and civilian life.     For 
this  reason he immediately disbanded these posts and created 
new ones far  from established settlements. 

"Fort Union near La Ju/ta Valley was one  of the new forts 
and it was made headquarters  and principal   depot  for supplies 
for all the other  forts.    The surrounding: fertile valley ranches 
found a ready market at the   fort  for  all the   grains   and  forage 
that they could produce.     The trails over wr,ich the military 
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troops  and thoir supply freighters traveled from the Missouri 
river to the  fort and from the south  and west to the other 
forts all  joined at Watrous.     •'•his m^ant that hundreds of ox 
and mule teams,  hundreds  of freighters, muleteers,   drivers, 
escorts,  and travelers passed yearly by the store of Samuel 
Watrous*    His  store was doing a thrifty business and in order 
to  keep up with the demand for  beef ho  had to  increase his 
herds rapidly. 

But all v,ras not perfect happiness in the homes of the 
valley. Although the soldiers were stationed at the fort to 
keep down the Indian menace they could not do so* 'i'here was 
almost constant trouble with the Indians and with renegades. 
'x'he Utes were friendly but the Commanches respected no man's 
property* 

On the Canadian River,   eleven miles up  from old Fort 
Bftscom,   near the present town of Tueumc&ri, he had established 
another ranch*    After the   ranch houses and  the  corrals were  com- 
pleted Watrous went to La  Junta Valley to visit his   family and 
while he was   away a Co:vmanche war party made a  raid on the 
place,    ^hey killed the  overseer,  drove off his men and took 
possession of  everything  that  they could lay their hands  on: 
cows,   calves,   steers, mules,   horses  and oxen and a year's 
provisions,    'i'hey burned  five large  freight wagons  and all  be- 
longings, destroyed all the  farm, implements and after setting 
fire to the high grass departed as  suddenly as they came* 

Later in the same year the Apaches, going by on a wild 
horse hunt, raided the home ranch,   capturing the herders and 
running  off about   forty-five head of horses*    The soldiers 
from the   fort trailed the Indians, but did not succeed in 
capturing them.    Watrous understood there was  but one way to 
end these  depredations*    He went  to Washington to ask that 
the agency for the   Indians be moved away from Gimarron to a 
more  siaitable place because there was no  game left  there on 
which they could subsist and,   naturally,  they had no   food. 
H^ s  request was ignored. 

Hot  only were   friendly Indians   fed and made welcome,  but 
those from neighboring   'rancheros1   came  down from the mountain 
hamlets   and were fed and befriended also.     One   day thoy came 
with trlrs of a stranger who had come among them*    They called 
him the   'Solitary One*.    He was, they said,  a holy man who  had 
come to them to  preach,  to heal,  and to  perform miracles  from 
his  cave on the rock peak of Rincon de Tecolote*    Watrous was 
interested in all men.    He went up the mountain trail to visit 
the stranger* 
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"And from tile   first a warm friendship existed between 
them.     The   'Solitary One*  was   a nobleman from Capri who had 
spent more than a half a century in traveling the  world,   he was 
a religious fanatic but he was a deep thinker and an extremely 
remarkable  conversationalist,    Watrous   enjoyed being with him, 
listening to him and exchanging ideas.     Early in their friend- 
ship they made agreement that so long  as  a light   could  be seen 
at Watrous   from Hermit's Peak all would be well with the moun- 
tain dweller* uut when the li,cbt went out help  should be   sent. 
For ten years Watrous nev.;r missed a night*  going  himself or 
sending someone to  "the rise  behind  the   great house where the 
flare on the peak could plainly be seen.    A night  came when 
the flare did not burn and Watrous  himself rode up the trail 
next morning to learn what had happened to his  friend.    He found 
a group of wailing natives and a rude  charcoal   scribbled message 
on a rock.    The  ^Solitary One* had gone among the   Apaches seek- 
ing to  aid them by bringing the word of G-od. 

"These were troubled times.    Mot only the Indians were 
given  to raiding and war parties, but the whole country was   in- 
fested with white  renegades and desperados.    In the sixties 
Watrous and his   sons   subscribed many thousands  of dollars for 
the  capture of different bands of horse and cattle  thieves. 
The thousands of  dollars which they offered as   a  reward for 
capture was  but a*drop  in the bucket' with the  sums  lost  at 
the hands of tnese bad men.    TUfhen these men ware not   robbing 
and plundering the valley ranches they went   to the   fort and 
ran off Government mules and horses  from under the noses  of   the 
irate militia. 

"The Coe   -,ang,  as notorious   as  any,  through evidence pre- 
sented by Watrous, was  finally tracked and after  a sharp fight 
was  arrested at Dog Creek near the present station of Shoemaker. 
During the night the prisoners escaped, but later a posse again 
caught them near  Cimarron and this time they took no chances, 
stringing the thieves  on nearby trees. 

"By this time Watrous  and Son's  store was   one of the  impor- 
tant ones on the Santa Fe Trail.    Watrous and his  son-in-law, 
William Tipton, had the  contract for supplying beef to Fort 
Union and as  there were about s :bc hundred men garrisoned there 
at the time, they had to run immense herds.    VTatrous began to 
branch out,  to have interests  farther  afield than the home  ranch. 
He  and Tipton and a man by the name of Rice  became interested 
in a prosperous   farm project in Colorado,    watrous   and Tipton 
owned  a twenty-wagon ox train in which they did their own freight- 
ing from the Missouri river. 
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"After the  Civil Vfar times   changed on the  great frontier. 
Scarcely a day passed, then, that travelers did not gp  by the 
"Watrous house "by the side of the trail,     ^hese travelers differ- 
ed  from the  early adventurer*   trapper   and frieghterj   these  came 
in wagons  piled hi $1 lith. household furnishings, with chicken 
crates tied on the back and a straggling rib-showing milch cow 
in the rear.    Men rode on horseback beside their   cattle-yoked 
wagons   and from within the wagons vromen and children peered out 
with weary curiosity.    In the   fifties the heaviest travel  had 
gone by way of the Dry Oimarron  for the mountain pass  at Willow 
Springs  (Raton,  New Mexico) had proved as great a peril to the 
cumbersome wagons*     But now had  come Uncle  Dick Woo ton to build 
his road out of mountain rock and make the way passable.    There- 
fore, little ranches  grew up in the valley.    The Indians had 
been brought back from the  fBosaue Redondo*   and put on their 
own*      he number of troops  at the fort dwindled and there wa^ 
rumor of disbanding the  forts.     This meant   decline of demand 
for   beef.    The day of the vast  cattle  domain was   soon to be  over. 

"Watrous with his customary vision saw* this  and turned his 
attention elsewhere.    He reduced his herds and went back to 
planting  trees.    He and his sons put  in their first improved 
orchard.     xhey sent  to Stark Brothers   for troes of German prune 
and early Richmond cherries.    As the  southwest wind prevailed, 
and they were bad for orchards,  Watrous protected them by plant- 
ing wind breads of quick growing willows.    He had proved to 
himself that tree-lined ditches   lost  less water by evaporation 
so he had all the  irrigation ditches lined with trees. 

"The Watrous place had always been more of a home place 
than  a cattle domain* but now more and more it took on the ap- 
pearance of a vast farm. 

"The time  had come for fencing so Watrous fenced.    His was 
the  first  fencing  in Mora County. 

"Ho tried growing hops  and the venture was   successful.     The 
yield was a thousand pounds to the acre and brewers pronounced 
it equal to   that gro"vai in New York State, which had always been 
considered the best, 

"Watrous   experimented setting out winter wheat,  timothy 
and  red top together with New Mexico wild gr..ss.     He s>wed over 
a hundred acres of alfalfa,  the   seed costing twenty cents  a 
pound.     This was the first alfalfa in the valley and perhaps 
the first in New Mexico*    On this he   fattened forty  steers   and 
sold them in Las Vegas for almost sixty dollars a place. 
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"By this time Y/atrous'   children were married.     He stood 
amon^ his sons-in-Ia?/ a grand  old man, the head of the House 
of W&trous*    His  sons,   Joe and Samuel  Jr*, and  his son-in-law, 
William Tipton, wore his partners in business.     James £.   John- 
sons husband of Maria Antonia, was  the   first settler at Shoe- 
maker*     Gregg,   another son-in-law, had the  first stage coach 
station at Sapello,   near "Jatrous*     Kroenig, who had married 
another daughter, was the .-ran who  caused the discovery of cop- 
per on Balc^-j  he now had a ranch adjoining the Vfatrous place,    Y«rild- 
enstein,   also  a son-in-law, was an Austrian,  a designer and a 
civil   engineer. 

"In 1879 the Benta  Fs railroad  came through,   cutting the 
county from north to .south*    It was that year,   also, that the 
woolen mill was  started.    It belonged primarily to Tfatrous, his 
sons, and his   sons-in-law,   a 1 thou gh there were others  interested 
in it*.     It was located in Cherry Valley,   now Shoemaker,  on a 
-two hundred acre  tract*     A three story stone building was  the 
factory proper and in addition there were  •adobe*   living quar- 
ters  for  the workmen,  store-rooms,   corrals,   and stables.     Power 
was supplied by an  overshot wheel on the Mora river*    The factory 
wove blankets,   carpets and capes.    Many of these can be found 
today in the hamlets along  the Sapello.     The  factory was  a 
financial success, but after five years  dissention arose  among 
the sons-in-law.     The head of the House was  firm with the   stern- 
ness of a New &i gland patriarch.    He said •Peace,   or I will  shut 
the mill  down.1     And this he did,   although all  who  were interest- 
ed in  it  lost heavily,     ^'he   factory was   closed and ir. remained 
cloned.     Between a  night and  a morning   the water wheel on the 
Mo\*a was   stopped   forever.     It  never turned a;ain. 

"This was in 1804^   just fifty years after the   coming of 
the young New England boy to H"©w Mexico.     It had been a fruit- 
ful fifty years;   it had been fifty years  of growth,   of exper- 
ience,   and  change. 

"The man's  life did not  end here*    He lived   for many re- 
gaining  years   among his  children,  his grandchildren end his 
trees. 

"In the valley of La Junta he accomplished many more things* 
Many more things happened to him.    Eic life was rich and  full, 
and when he had finished with  it he discarded  it  like an old 
cloak  that he  had outgrown, that had become useless and full of 
holes*    He went   from one  epoch to the next with firm unaltering 
ster;s .    Having the   courage of his  convictions,   he  never looked 
backward.    And  perhaps the  greatest thing that Samuel 7/atrous 
did was the planting of trees  UP arid down La Junta Valley vfoere 
the Sapello meets the i.tora." 
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"Fifty Years  of Change11,   Clark,  Anna Nolan, Nev/ Mexico 
Magazines   February*   1938?   p*p«   15-35. 

the house is  still  used as a ranch house "by Mr*  Croley, 
who  purchased the  ranch "Prom the V/atrcus   estate in 1S20# 
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